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Honorable Participants of the COP-21

OCEAN, VEGETATION, AND SOIL ARE THE THREE GREATER CAPACITY
RESERVOIRS TO CAPTURE CARBON AND CURBING CLIMATE CHANGE ON OUR
PLANET; therefore we, as member of the Latin American Soil Science Society, call on the
participants of the World Summit on Climate Change to be held in Paris this year, to join the
"Global Soil Partnership™ (FAO, 2012 and UN, 2013) as the loss of this natural resource, non-
renewable in terms of the period of human life, means the loss of clean and fresh water to drink; at
the same time without no fertile soil and water, there would be a reduction on the vegetation that
captures carbon dioxide and releases oxygen needed for life as well as the soil organisms that
capture such carbon dioxide. By loosing Soil we would be losing two of the major compartments

with real capacity to capture CO, to mitigate climate change.

We invite you to consider that reducing greenhouse gas emissions to mitigate global climate
change, ensuring food security (UN, 2014), having clean drinking water essential for human life
and for the maintenance of terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems (Laudate Si, 2015), achieving
sustainable agriculture (UN, 2013), and meeting the Development Goals (UN, 2015) are all
objectives directly involving the natural resource soil. Therefore achieving those goals will only be
possible if we preserve Soil as a common good of humankind (FAO, 2012 and UN 2013 and SLCS:
Declaration of Mar del Plata, 2012).
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This common good is in danger due to the expansion of cities, deforestation, unsustainable
land use and poor management practices, pollution, overgrazing and the climate change itself with

its consequent natural disasters.

In the vast range of soils present on Earth there are great opportunities not only to capture
and sequester carbon in order to reduce CO2 emissions and greenhouse gas, but also to increase the
organic material in the soil with the consequent increase of moisture available for crop systems. At
the same time it contributes to the lag of the impacts of extreme hydro meteorological events
(National Alliance for Soils, 2015), and it helps to decrease the actual consequences of hunger and

poverty, displacement, inequality and injustice.

From the Latin American Soil Science Society, we consider that each of the aforementioned
issues, though complex correspond to partial perspectives on the same problem to solve: the
preservation of life on the Earth System; therefore addressing each one separately when in reality
they are interrelated and affect each other because they are part of the same system, does not
advance as much as it could to achieve this fundamental objective.

That is why we express to the members of the COP-21 both our deep concern at the slight
inclusion of the preservation of soil resources in your Agenda, and at the same time our strong will
of interdisciplinary teamwork, and we invite all the Society around the world to consider soil
resource as well as all the elements of the environment, and to join forces working to achieve the

common goal of preserving life on the planet.
Sincerely yours,

The Presidents and members of the Latin American Soil Science Society.

Cuautitlan Izcalli México, November 10" 2015

Ph. D. Gustavo Bernal Gémez
President of the Latin American Soil Science Society
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Ph. D. Diego Cosentino Ph. D. Fatima Moreira
President of the Argentinean Soil Science Association President of the Brazilian Soil Science Society
Ph. D. Mary Selva Viera Ph. D. Pablo Cornejo
President of the Bolivean Soil Science Society President of the Chilean Soil Science Society
Ph. D. Jorge Alberto Sanchez M. C. Floria Bertsh
President of the Colombian Soil Science Society ~ President of the Costa Rican Soil Science Association
~ Ph.D. Luis Gomez Jorrin Ph. D. Pedro Antonio Nufiez Ramos
President of the Cuban Soil Science Society President of the Dominican Soil Science Society

Ph. D. Jaume Porta Casanelles

Ph. D. Gustavo Bernal Gomez
President of the Spanish Soil Science Society

President of the Ecuadorian Soil Science Society

Ph. D. Gloria Arévalo de Gauggel

M. en C. Hugo Antonio Tobias VVasquez
President of the Honduran Soil Science Society

President of the Guatemalan Soil Science Society

Ph. D. Ricardo Valdez Cepeda M. en C. Enrique Oswin Hahn Villalba
President of the Mexican Soil Science Society President of the Paraguayan Soil Science Society

Ph. D. Sady Garcia Bendez( Ph. D. Carlos Alexandre
President of the Peruvian Soil Science Society President of the Portuguese Soil Science Society

Ph. D. Mdnica M. Barbazéan

Ph. D. José Luis Colocho Ortega
President of the Uruguayan Soil Science Society

President of the Salvadoran Soil Science Society

Msc. Juan Carlos Rey
President of the Venezuelan Soil Science Society

Please acknowledge receipt, we remain sincerely yours.

Ph. D. Laura Bertha Reyes Sanchez
General Secretary Latin American Soil Science Society
Ibrs@unam.mx
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